(JHKATOKoril.S. naval Lradi-
Uon, John Pa.ul .lonos is seen
as a pintle in British caricu-
Uuv. This was a hadthandcd
tribute to daring ami ofl'wlivo
raids in HriLain's home wa-
ters. Most, IVarod of all the
Revolutionary naval loadors,
this ScoUish pardoner's son
was denounced by the Kntf-
llsh as a renegade murderer.

The sea war: slow, arduous triumph

UNTIL nearly the end of the Revolution, overwhelming naval superiority
gave the British an immense advantage in the war. The? colonists, with a
wilderness at their backs and overland travel between their seaport cities
primitive at best, were largely dependent on shipping, Froe access to the sea
was vital to their foreign trade, whaling and fisheries, as well as to most of
their domestic commerce and communication. The population was strung out
along a thousand miles of eastern seaboard, and the British, from the ports
they captured, could disrupt American supply lines on land as well as at sea.
So royal troops struck wherever they chose while the Patriots had to slog
after them in exhausting marches. The American Navy was born in glorious
travail. American seamen in American ships, always outnumbered and out-
gunned, fought valiantly throughout the war, constantly harassing the British
fleet and capturing quantities of valuable supplies. And in the end, a French
fleet supplied the decisive maritime superiority which Washington so des-
perately needed by sealing offYorktown and keeping supplies from besieged
Cornwallis. Thus, to the early accomplishments of U.S. naval heroes was
also added a fraternal bond with France which has never been forgotten.
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